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A number of species in the Pacific Northwest are characteristically “omphalinoid”. The term is derived from the genus Omphalina and has been used to refer to stature type of that genus. A point of reference is the very common species Lichenomphalia umbellifera which used to be known as Omphalina ericetorum. Implied characters are a broadly convex to depressed cap, decurrent or subdecurrent gills, a cartilaginous stem (firm, tough, pliant, and less than 1 cm wide), and the absence of a ring or volva. We will consider only species with a whitish spore deposit. A further restriction, to eliminate some species which could otherwise be confused is to limit the cap diameter to 4 centimeters. This eliminates some large Clitocybe-like species (Ampulloclitocybe, Pseudoclitocybe, Pseudoarmillariella, Lepista (except Lepista tarda) and the larger Clitocybe species). 
The smaller Clitocybe-like species may be difficult to differentiate. In fact the smaller Clitocybe species are mostly difficult to differentiate even from each other. Many of them have a non-cartilaginous stem, but this may be a difficult character to determine at times. Omphalinoid species sometimes have stems that are not clearly cartilaginous, and small Clitocybes may have stems that could be considered cartilaginous. This brings us to an important point.
The identification of an omphalinoid species should always be confirmed by close adherence to the species description. One of the reasons that a Key to Omphalinoid Species is not offered at this time is that omphalinoid species are best learned individually.
It should be pointed out that a depressed cap is not by itself enough to include a mushroom in this grouping. In a large percentage of gilled mushrooms, the margin rises above the center of the cap as it ages. 
The list below includes some species that do not fit all the criteria above but might be looked for here. Descriptions and illustrations will be added later, but for the present are available in the CD program MatchMaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest.
Aphroditeola olida
Arrhenia (the omphalinoid species)
Cantharellula umbonata
Chromosera cyanophylla
Chrysomphalina aurantiaca
Chrysomphalina chrysophylla
Chrysomphalina grossula
Contumyces rosellus
Infundibulicybe trulliformis
Lichenomphalia hudsoniana
Lichenomphalia umbellifera
Loreleia marchantiae
Loreleia postii
Myxomphalia maura
Omphaliaster asterosporus
Omphaliaster borealis
Omphalina pyxidata
Pseudolaccaria pachyphylla
Pseudoomphalina angelesiana
Pseudoomphalina kalchbrenneri
Rhizocybe rhizoides
Rickenella fibula
Rickenella swartzii
Xeromphalina (See separate key to Xeromphalina)
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